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of gold and silver that made pale the wonders of the fabled east.
Year after year came fresh tales of achievement in the teeth of
dangers that might well appal, but only seemed to stimulate,
the men of the new age. In 1499 Vasco de Gama returned froni
the first voyage to.India round the Cape of Good Hope, and
a year earlier Cabot had touched the mainland of America. In
little over ten years the Portuguese were establishing themselves
in India and the Moluccas, and Spain was making good her

THE WESTERN WORLD as far as it was known at this date.
(Robert Thome's map, 1527.)

claim to Central America. By 1520 Magellan was finding his
way to the Pacific and Cortez was carrying Christianity and the
sword to the heart of Mexico, while by 1527 Pizarro had blasted
for ever the reputation of his country and his religion in the
atrocities of Peru, But the warning as to what expansion might
mean was lost in the dazzling glitter of El Dorado and the
swelling stream of silver and gold seemed, by 1550, to place
Spain on a pinnacle of material wealth and martial glory. In
none of this was England sharing. In 1494 the Pope had divided
the unknown world near the forty-fourth meridian, giving to